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The Wright State University community is
composed of many elements: students,
faculty, administrators, benefactors, staff,
and alumni. Within the general element of
alumni there is a special subset: the WSU
Alumni Association. The Association was
chartered as a non-prof it corporation under
the laws of Ohio in 1971, by a number of
concerned alumni. Their intent was " .••. to
foster a fellowship of individuals who share
a common interest and to develop a sound
collegiate heritage by coordinating activities and services which contribute to the
academic, cultural, and physical growth of
Wright State University ..•• " Thus, while
the Association is an entity separate and
distinct from WSU, its entire reason for
existence is to support the growth of the
University. It is through an Alumni
Association membership that an alumni-atlarge is able to maintain a continuing
dialogue with the affairs of the University
community.
This special edition of the Alumnews is
intended to advise the non-member alumni of
the benefits of an Association membership
and to remind members of the purpose of,
and services provided by, their Alumni
Association.

J. P. Sutton, President

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP
EDITION * * *

WHY?

I

wsu ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
by Pat Agner

This year when the 1980 graduates attended
the Alumni Reception at the Antioch Temple
in Dayton, on June 13, the folks on the
Reception for New Graduates Committee
presented a slide show on the past, present,
and future of the Wright State University
Alumni Association. The WSU Alumni Association is a young, growing Alumni Association.
Like a child, its needs and its demands for
attention are great. Past graduates, as
well as the 1980 graduates of Wright State,
have a chance, an opportunity, to join the
Wright State Alumni Association and contribute to the growth and demands of this
enthusiastic, striving organization, and
watch it grow into a mature, thriving body
that touches all parts of the community.
But first you might ask yourself why
bother - - what's in it for me? These next
few paragraphs will attempt to explain the
importance of joining the Wright State
University Alumni Association.
The Wright State Alumni Association exists
to promote alumni involvement in university
affairs, scholarships, and teaching excellence. It gives the graduates an opportunity to make meaningful improvements in the
student experience at Wright State.
One way that the Alumni Association strives
to make meaningful improvements in the
student experience is the Teaching Excellence
Award. Remember the prof who challenged you
to think, or the teacher who was enthusiastic,
compassionate or stimulating? The one
teacher you will never forget long after you
leave Wright State University. The Teaching
Excellence Award was established in 1974 to
remember teachers like that. It began to
encourage improvement in, and to motivate
greater concern for classroom teaching
activities. These awards, which are
sponsored by the Alumni Association, have
become a coveted symbol of achievement among
the Wright State faculty.
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A second way to maintain the meaningful
improvements to the student experience is
through scholarships. Wright State has the
smallest number of scholarships available
to its students of any state-assisted
university in Ohio. Many of the students
who are eligible to receive assistance never
receive any financial aid. Others who do
receive grants receive only partial aid. As
long as this condition exists many of the
high school graduates will turn to other
colleges in our community or out of state
where they can get financial assistance.
We as alumni can help. Scholarships granted directly by the Alumni Association are
not dependent upon university funding.
Alumni Scholarships are designed to help
three main segments of the student body.
First, those students who have demonstrated
outstanding academic achievement. Second,
those students with a high potential for
public service in the community. Finally,
those students who reflect a tradition of
Wright State education in their families.
Last year the Alumni Association granted its
first two scholarships. And this fall we
are granting a total of five.

BENEFITS
The benefits associated with membership in
the Association are:
Invitations to social and cultural events
sponsored by the Alumni Association
Opportunity to join the Wright-Patt Credit
Union
Special discounts on general alumni trips
Admission to winetasting parties free of
charge

BENEFITS
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One free ticket to a home basketball game
each season
Use of the physical education facilities
without extra I.D. requirement
20% discount on all non-textbook merchandise
at the University Bookstore
Horseback riding privileges at the WSU Riding
Club for $10.00 a month
Discount on season basketball tickets
Alumni Association membership gives grads
the opportunity to participate in University
activities such as basketball games. The
Alumni Association gives discounts on some
tickets and plans activities around sporting
events.
Alumni also participate in art exhibits,
having guest speakers and musical groups.

MANY PATHS TO MEMBERSHIP.

PATHS

(CoNT.)

A third path that leads to membership in
the Alumni Association is a need to contribute to the university in some way after
they graduate. Perhaps it is something
more than just in a monetary way, but it is
a chance to help and do something for the
school that has enriched their lives and
given so much to them.
A fourth path that leads to membership in
the Wright State University Alumni Association is a chance to gain experience and
sharpen our skills while serving the Alumni
Association in some capacity that would
lead to a position in the business community
later on. Volunteerism is a way to gain
experience. The more experience we can add
to a resume, when looking for a job, the
better chance we have of finding a job.
Participation in the Wright State University
Alumni Association just may be that first
step in a journey of a thousand miles, feet,
or inches that leads to a permanent job
after we graduate.
Each one of us has a special talent or skill
that we can contribute to the organization
in a special way. There are many committees
in the Wright State Alumni Association where
each one of us can use our special talent or
special skill in a unique way. The various
committees include:

The paths that lead to membership for
graduates that Join the Wright State
University Alumni Association stem from
many directions. For some, membership in
the Alumni Association is a continuation of
an active, dedicated interest in the development of Wright State University that
began while they were in school, and
endured during their years at Wright State.
For others, participation in the Alumni
Association stems from involvement in a
civic organization or committee. Perhaps
they read about something that happened at
Wright State, or what is going to happen at
Wright State, and they feel that the graduates and the members of the Wright State
community should know about it. They
approach the Alumni Board about their
concern, and suddenly they get involved.

ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
Chaired by Jeff Carter, this committee
coordinates athletic events for the alumni
and encourages alumni participation. The
members of the Athletic Committee organized
the Wright State University Golf Tournament
at Holly Hills Country Club.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
This committee, chaired by Margaret Roberts,
coordinates academic programs with alumni
involvement and support. Committee members
initiated the structure for the Annual
Alumni Association Scholarship Program.
CULTURAL
This committee coordinates cultural events
with alumni involvement and support. This
group, headed by Mary Kessler, has organized
the Dinner Theatre for Wright State Alumni
during the summer theatre season in the past.
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COMMITTEES (CoNr.)
COMMUNICATION
Keeps the alumni posted on Association and
university activities and programs. This
committee, headed by Pat Agner, is
responsible for the monthly writing, editing,
and photography of the Alumnews.
HISTORIAN
This committee retrieves and stores in a
permanent manner all Association-related
materials.
t
FUND RAISING
Programs fund-raising activit~es a~d charged
by the Alumni Board of Di~ectors. ' George
Snyder chairs this commiteee and is responsible for the Annual Alumni Scholarship
Fund Raising Drive.
"I
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MEMBERSHIP
Encourages initial membership in the Alumni
Association and recruits members at all
Alumni functions. Bruce Buehler chairs this
committee, and had a table set up at the
New Grad Reception so recent graduates could
join the Alumni Association when they
attended the reception.
SOCIAL
Coordinates alumni involvement with the
.university and community events on campus.
Michael Shank chairs this committee. This
group is responsible for organizing the
Alumni Association's Annual Dinner Dance,
among other activities.

TRAVEL
This committee, chaired by Ruby Hurley,
programs educational and vacation tours for
the alumni and their friends. This group
has organized and coordinated trips to
Russia, New York, Hawaii, and Cincinnati.
RECEPTION FOR NEW GRADUATES
Plans and coordinates the Annual Reception
for Graduates. Thank Phyllis Baker Shank
and her crew for this year's Alumni
Reception for Graduates.
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION
This committee, chaired by Emily Jones,
establishes and maintains a program which
will recognize the accomplishment of alumni
volunteers and university personnel. These
people work on the Teaching Excellence Award
Committee.
Just $10.00 a year or $150.00 for a Life
Membership, which can be paid in installments of $37.50 a quarter, can open the door
to the opportunity to participate in the
Wright State University Alumni Association.
So come on, get involved and stay involved.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Members only: Bruce Buehler, Membership
Committee Chairman, has announced the start
of the 1980 Membership Drive. This involves
a contest running from 18 June through 30
August 1980. The member sponsoring the most
new members will win: 2 Season Basketball
Tickets & a One Year Membership. There are
additional prizes. For contest details call
the Alumni Affairs Office 873-2620.

